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Chapter 40: Signs, Signs, Everywhere a Sign
Life Application Verses:

The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times:
Matthew 24 (New International Version)

1 Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his
attention to its buildings. 2“Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly | tell you, not one stone here
will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.” 3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of
Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be
the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” 4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives
you. >For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘l am the Messiah,” and will deceive many. °You will
hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but
the end is still to come.” Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be
famines and earthquakes in various places. 2 All these are the beginning of birth pains.

?“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all
nations because of me. '° At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each
other, *and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.”? Because of the increase of
wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, Bhut the one who stands firm to the end will be
saved. " And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all
nations, and then the end will come. *“So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination
that causes desolation,” spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— **then let
those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. *’ Let no one on the housetop go down to take anything
out of the house. *Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak. * How dreadful it will be in those
days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 2 Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on
the Sabbath. * For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until
now—and never to be equaled again.

2u|f those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect
those days will be shortened. 2 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There
he is!” do not believe it. 2 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. % see, | have told you ahead of time. %ugo if anyone tells
you, ‘There he is, out in the wilderness,” do not go out; or, ‘Here he is, in the inner rooms,” do not
believe it. ¥ For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of
the Son of Man. 2 Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather. 2 “Immediately after the
distress of those days “‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall
from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.” **“Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man
in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on
the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. ** And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet
call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.
324Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you
know that summer is near. ** Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the
door. **Truly | tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have
happened. ** Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
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The Day and Hour Unknown

%6 4Byt about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. 7 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. ®For in
the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the
day Noah entered the ark; **and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and
took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. * Two men will be in the
field; one will be taken and the other left. ** Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be
taken and the other left.

2 «Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. **But
understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he
would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. *So you also must be
ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. **“Who then is the
faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give
them their food at the proper time? *It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so
when he returns. ¥ Truly | tell you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. * But suppose that
servant is wicked and says to himself, ‘My master is staying away a long time,” * and he then begins to
beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. * The master of that servant will come on
a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. ** He will cut him to pieces and
assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

That was a long set of Life Application Verses. But, | bet you didn’t get bored! Those
verses were about signs of coming times on this Earth. Yeah, yeah, | know: these times have
been going on for generations. Really? Has it been going on at the same level as it has all
throughout history? Let’s agree to disagree if you do, and | say that this world is fundamentally
on the verge of self-destruction at any moment—God is stopping its demise. Consequently, this
chapter is about signs. In the 60’s when | was growing up, | directly experienced the Hippie
Generation, indirectly the original Woodstock (I was 16 in 1969, and my mom refused to let me
go! ® LOL-NOT!), Flower Power, Paisley shirts, and bell bottom pants—oh, and please don't tell
anyone—I| even had a pair of those Red, White, and Blue platform shoes. | was drafted for
Vietnam, served in the Navy, but never protested or burned my draft card. During those times,
there was a song that my friends and | would listen to titled, Signs, by The Five Man Electrical
Band. Let me announce this: | am not advocating anything about that time, any lyrics, events,
or other. That was a difficult time for the nation, with Vietnam, Racial unrest, and Kent State.
While | am not advocating acceptance, | wanted to include these verses because they are
precisely apropos to the topic of this chapter. | think that these words echo the clash of our
society and our global existences across all nations of the world (Used with permission):
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Signs

And the sign says, "Long-haired freaky people need not apply."
So I tucked my hair up under my hat and I went in to ask him why.
He said "You look like a fine, upstanding young man - I think you'll do."
So I took off my hat and I said, "Imagine that! Huh... me, working for you!" Woah-oh-oh.

CHORUS:
Signs, Signs, Everywhere a sign.
Blocking out the scenery. Breaking my mind.
Do this! Don't do that! Can't you read the signs?

And the sign says, "Anybody caught trespassing will be shot on sight"
So I jumped on the fence and I yelled at the house,
"Hey! What gives you the right... to put up a fence to keep me out,
"Or to keep Mother Nature in?
"If God was here, He'd tell you to your face, 'Man, you're some kind of sinner.""
CHORUS:
Signs, Signs, Everywhere a sign.
Blocking out the scenery. Breaking my mind.
Do this! Don't do that! Can't you read the signs?

"Oh, say now mister, can't you read?
"You got to have a shirt and tie to get a seat.
"You can't even watch, no, you can't eat. You ain't supposed to be here!"
And the sign says, "You gotta have a membership card to get inside." Hooh!

The sign says "Everybody's welcome to come in and kneel down and pray."
But when they passed around the plate at the end of it all,
I didn't have a penny to pay.
So I got me a pen and paper and I made up my own little sign.
I said, "Thank you Lord for thinking about me. I'm alive and doing fine."

CHORUS x2:
Signs, Signs, Everywhere a sign.
Blocking out the scenery. Breaking my mind.
Do this! Don't do that! Can't you read the signs?

Signs, Signs, Everywhere a sign.
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life.

Signs, signs, everywhere a sign! Jesus said there would be signs, John at Patmos said
there would be signs, and | believe that God is talking to us in the signs of world events of
today. | wanted to give you some signs to follow. Take a look at them, laugh, cry, and marvel.

But, DO NOT forget the signs of the times in the Life Application Verses. Remain Heavenly
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Minded and vigilant, continue to do Earthly Good, and keep your eyes open for the Signs of the
Times. | don’t know the time of fruition of Matthew 24, but | believe every word of it! Do you?
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What you have seen here is a collage of who we are as people. We make ‘lite of life’ at
times, but one thing that we can never make ‘lite’ of is our God. These signs are everywhere if
you will look for them. Their meaning is real and the outcome of missing the Signs of God is too
terrible to chance. | ask you that for an entire week of your life, dedicate your visual acuity to
the signs around you. If you will do this, frame your week around Matthew 24. Then, ask
yourself if you are ready for the return of Christ. | am ready for His return because this life is +
Heaven, and | don’t know about you, but as | have mentioned in other chapters, | read that
Heaven is a place where there are no more tears, pain, sorrow, or missing our loved ones in

Christ!

Question of Curiosity:

What is the most important sign of all life? IF you said The Cross of Jesus and the Empty Tomb,
you win the prize! What prize? Eternal Life with God, Christ seated at the Right Hand, of
course.
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"1 Cross + 3 Nails = 4 Given”
“A Parent’s Life Is A Child’s Guidebook”
“Don’t tell God how big your storm is, tell the storm how big your God is.”
“All Christians have the same Boss.”
“Christ’s Return Is Near...Don’t Miss It For The World.”
“If the devil is knocking at your front door, let Jesus answer it.”
“A man is rich according to what he is, not what he has.”

“iPod? iPad? Try iPray...God is listening!”
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My Prayer For You:

Lord God, May what | have said here be to Glorify You, not myself. | ask You that if a person is
reading this, move them to see the Signs all around them that point to You in Christ Jesus. Even
more important is what You have given us in Your Word, especially what Jesus has given us in
all of the New Testament as He shared the Love of the Father. As | have strived to impact the
lives of fellow Christians in this chapter of the book, | desire more than all else that the impact
will lead others to follow You more closely. My desire is that Christians and non-believers
would take notice of how You have given us signs and wonders that provide Warning and Hope
of the Return of Your Son. Jesus said that no one knows: *® “But about that day or hour no one
knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” As a humble servant, |
don’t understand all the details or the Spiritual Power it will take for this event to occur; | only
know that | believe it, and | pray that anyone who doubts this Miraculous Event to come should
fall on their knees and ask before the Throne of Grace and Mercy for Wisdom and
Understanding to know the Truth. | ask that once they understand this Truth, they shall be set
free to anticipate the Return of Jesus. | long for the Trumpet of the Angel because we as
believers will be Called Up to meet Jesus in the Air, and we shall forever more be in Your
presence to give You Glory, Honor, and Worship. | believe that Heaven is a place of
Immeasurable Joy that will never end because You, O God, will be there. And we shall forever
give our Praise to the one who is The Lamb of God: Worthy is the Lamb and Holy is the Father.
In Christ, Amen.

Notes:
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